MATERIAL AND METHODS
The clinical material is made up by 31 cases, the first one diagnosed in 1954 (Table 1) .
In Tables 2 and 3 the paraclinical criterion used for the diagnosis is summarized. As it can be seen in Table 2, in 16 among 18 cases without Sex -Males prevailed markedly over females, in a rate very similar to the figures reported by several authors (Table 4 ) but much higher than the general sex distribution in the outpatient service (Table 5) .
Race -All patients were white.
Provenance -Patients coming from rural zones were more afflicted (77,4%) than those living in large cities, in a rate completely opposite the general distribution in the outpatient service ( 21 , no seasonal prevalence of the onset of the disease was found (Table 6 ).
Average duration of the disease -In 16 patients followed up to death, the average duration of the disease was 7 months, with a range from 2 to 20 months. Hamoen et al. 12 found an average of 13 months and a range from 3 to 27 months. Usunoff et al. 27 report the range from 3.5 to 18 months.
Lehmannn and Ule 1 7 found a significant correlation between age and duration of the disease; in our material, however, a non significant negative correlation was found (r = -0.376; tr .= 1.518).
Clinical picture -In the symptomatology ( Table 7) The blood magnesium levels were variable in 6 patients studied. 
RESUMO

